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HB 17 — Podiatric Medicine 
by Reps. Bell, Killebrew, and others (CS/SB 170 by Health Policy Committee and Senators 

Hooper and Gruters) 

The bill modifies three aspects of podiatric medicine. 

 

The bill amends s. 461.007, F.S., to require that a minimum of two continuing education (CE) 

hours related to the safe and effective prescribing of controlled substances must be added to the 

CE hours that the Board of Podiatric Medicine may require as a condition of podiatric physician 

licensure renewal. 

 

The bill creates s. 461.0155, F.S., to specify that podiatric physicians, when supervising medical 

assistants, are governed by s. 458.3485, F.S. 

 

Finally, the bill amends s. 624.27, F.S., to add podiatric physicians to the list of health care 

providers who are authorized to enter into direct health care agreements with patients for the 

provision of health care services, without such agreements being considered insurance. 

 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0 
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CS/HB 183 — Office of Minority Health and Health Equity 
by Professions and Public Health Subcommittee and Reps. Brown, Joseph, and others (CS/SB 

404 by Health Policy Committee and Senator Rouson) 

The bill creates s. 381.735, F.S., to assign duties and responsibilities to the Office of Minority 

Health and Health Equity (Office) within the Department of Health (DOH), which currently 

administers the Closing the Gap grant program. The bill requires the Office to develop and 

promote the statewide implementation of policies, programs, and practices that increase health 

equity in this state, including increased access to and quality of health care services for racial and 

ethnic minority populations. The bill also requires the Office to coordinate with agencies, 

organizations, and providers across the state to perform certain tasks, including gathering and 

analyzing data relating to health disparities. 

The bill establishes that a representative from each county health department will serve as a 

liaison to the Office and that the Office will serve as a liaison to the federal Offices of Minority 

Health and Regional Health Operations. The bill requires the DOH to maintain specified 

information and data on its website that must be updated at least annually. The bill authorizes the 

DOH to adopt rules to implement the provisions of the bill. 

The bill requires the Office to use all available resources and pursue opportunities for increased 

funding to implement its duties and responsibilities. The bill is projected to increase the DOH’s 

workload and operational costs. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 117-0 
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HB 245 — Massage Therapy  
by Reps. Chaney and others (CS/SB 352 by Health Policy Committee and Senator Rodriguez) 

The bill replaces the term “massage” with “massage therapy” throughout ch. 480, F.S., and 

specifies that massage therapy is a therapeutic health care practice.  The bill revises the 

legislative purpose for the necessity of regulating massage practice. Under current law, the 

Legislature had recognized the practice of massage as being potentially dangerous to the public. 

Under the bill, the Legislature recognizes that unregulated massage therapy poses a danger to the 

public. 

 

The bill expands the scope of practice of massage therapy to include: 

• Manipulation of the soft tissues of the human body to include use of the knee, whereas 

current law authorized the massage therapist to use only his or her hand, foot, arm, or 

elbow during the course of massage therapy treatment; and 

• “Massage therapy assessments,” which the bill defines as the massage therapist’s 

determination of the course of a patient’s massage therapy treatment, for compensation. 

 

Additionally, the bill provides an avenue for a massage therapist to bill health insurers and 

HMOs for massage-related services that are not applicable under current law. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 38-1; House 115-0 
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CS/SB 262 — Dispensing Medicinal Drugs 
by Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Committee and Senator Harrell 

The bill amends s. 465.019, F.S., to authorize medicinal drugs to be dispensed by a hospital that 

operates a Class II or Class III institutional pharmacy to a patient of the hospital’s emergency 

department or a hospital inpatient upon discharge if a prescriber treating the patient in the 

hospital determines that:  

 The medicinal drug is warranted; and  

 Community pharmacy services are not readily accessible to the patient, geographically or 

otherwise.  

 

If prescribing and dispensing occurs, the bill requires that a supply of the drug must be dispensed 

that will last for the greater of up to 48 hours or through the end of the next business day, and 

that during a declared state of emergency, a 72-hour supply may be dispensed by a hospital 

located in an area affected by the emergency.  

 

Any of these new circumstances that authorize the prescription of a controlled substance must 

comply with existing regulations and restrictions on the prescribing of a controlled substance.  

 

The bill has an insignificant fiscal impact on the Department of Health that can be absorbed 

within existing resources. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 117-0 
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CS/CS/SB 272 — Rare Disease Advisory Council 
by Appropriations Committee; Health Policy Committee; and Senator Baxley 

The bill creates s. 381.99, F.S., to establish the Rare Disease Advisory Council (Council) adjunct 

to the Department of Health (DOH). The Council is tasked with providing recommendations to 

improve the health outcomes of Floridians who have a rare disease, defined as a disease that 

affects fewer than 200,000 people in the United States. The bill establishes the membership of 

the Council, as well as the length of the members’ terms. The bill requires that the Council first 

meet by October 1, 2021, and provide its recommendations to the Governor and the State 

Surgeon General by July 1 of each year beginning in 2022.  

 

The Council is tasked with: 

 Consulting with experts and soliciting public comment to develop recommendations on 

improving the treatment of rare diseases in Florida;  

 Developing strategies for academic research institutions to facilitate continued research 

on rare diseases;  

 Developing strategies for health care providers to be informed on how to recognize and 

treat patients with a rare disease; and  

 Providing input and feedback to the DOH, the Medicaid program, and other state 

agencies on matters that affect people with a rare disease. 

 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 117-0 
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CS/SB 348 ð Medicaid 
by Health Policy Committee and Senator Rodriguez 

The bill requires Florida Medicaid to reimburse for Medicare crossover claims for non-

emergency ambulance services provided to persons enrolled in both Medicare and Medicaid. 

Under preexisting law, Medicaid pays for emergency transportation crossover claims but not for 

non-emergency transportation crossover claims. 

 

The bill requires Florida Medicaid to pay all deductibles and coinsurance for Medicare-covered 

services provided to Medicare-eligible recipients by ambulances licensed pursuant to ch. 401, 

F.S., according to the corresponding procedure codes for such services.  

 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 116-0 
 

 


